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December 23, 2009 
 
Dear Speech and Debate Coach: 
 
On behalf of the Columbia Parliamentary Debate Association, 
we cordially invite you and your team to the 10th Annual 
Columbia University High School Invitational. The tournament 
will begin on Friday, January 22, 2010 and conclude on 
Sunday, January 24, 2010. It will consist of competition in 
Varsity and Novice Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Public Forum 
Debate, Student Congress, and six Speech events. 
 
Last year, 72 schools from across the country helped make the 
2009 Invitational a huge success. We’ve been growing every 
year and hope to continue to provide a great experience to all 
schools. This year the four semi-finalists in Varsity Lincoln-
Douglas Debate will receive bids to the Tournament of 
Champions. Columbia is also a Semis bid for the TOC in Public 
Forum, and a top-six bid in Student Congress. 
 
Many of the Parliamentary Debate Association members are 
also seasoned veterans of high school speech and debate. These 
committed members form the core of a highly experienced 
judging pool and tournament staff. Additionally, we invest a 
great deal in seeking out quality hired judges to promise fair 
decisions and educational rounds. 
 
Our tab room will be managed by the best. The tab room 
director for the 9th  consecutive year will be Chris Palmer from 
Newton South. Debate tab will be directed by Jim Menick from 
Hendrick Hudson and Joe Vaughan from Scarsdale, and Speech 
Tab will be directed by Jonathan Chavez of Newton South. All 
are highly regarded and exceptionally capable tab coordinators. 
For the past few years, they have been integral in our ability to 
run a smooth tournament. 
 
The information provided with this invitation and on our 
tournament website, http://columbia.tabroom.com, should 
answer any questions that you may have about our tournament. 
If you need additional assistance, please email us at 
Columbia@tabroom.com.  
Best wishes for a restful and enjoyable winter break. We look 
forward to seeing many of our old friends and competitors in 
New York in January. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Brittany Ward 
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PObOO$ $ C>dDEe$\B$ f(-*7$H$
PNbOO$ $ dDE$ $ f(-*7$J$
NbOO$ $ C>dDEe$\B$ f(-*7$J$
JbOO$ $ dDE$ $ f(-*7$S$
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*REGISTER BY PHONE! 
We prefer you call in any changes to us by 
phone at (908 229 8192 by 4 PM Friday of the 
tournament. The earlier you confirm, the better! 
Speech only schools may call until 8 PM. 
If you check in and confirm via this method, 
you may pay your registration at the Tab Room 
after rounds have begun on Friday evening in 
Debate and Saturday morning in Speech. 

THE DROP FINE FOR UNREPORTED DROPS IS 
QUITE SEVERE. MAKE SURE YOU REPORT 
ALL YOUR DROPS TO US! WE DO NOT WANT 
YOUR MONEY, WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR 
DROPS!  
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1:00-8:00 PM: Register by Phone* 
7:00-8:00 PM: Speech-only reg, Lerner 
10:00 Prelims Posted Online 
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